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The University of North Texas System Chapter 06 Faculty Affairs
Board of Regents Rules

06.1000 Tenure

06.1001 Concept and Purpose of Tenure. Upon the recommendation
of the President, the Board may confer academic tenure, or
continuing appointment.

academic position unless dismissed by the institution for
good cause as set forth in the policies and procedures of the
institution. Academic tenure recognizes the professional
and accomplished status of the faculty member.

Tenure is designed to accomplish the following purposes:

1. assure the faculty of freedom of teaching, research,
opinion, and full participation as citizens in the
academic community;

2. assist the Institutions by encouraging sound
standards for the selection of faculty; and

3. result in the retention, encouragement, and
promotion of the most able and promising faculty.

06.1002 Award of Faculty Tenure. As specified in Regents Rule
03.802.5, only the Board may confer faculty tenure. The
President shall forward all recommendations for tenure to
the Board through the Chancellor.

06.1003 Policies. Each Institution shall recommend to the Board for
review, approval, and adoption policies and procedures for
the granting of faculty tenure.

06.1004 Reporting Requirement. Each Institution shall file a copy
of its faculty tenure policies and procedures and any
amendments thereto with the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board on or before September 1 of each year.

Adopted: February 7, 2008
Effective: February 7, 2008
Revised: September 1, 2023
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The University of North Texas System Chapter 06 Faculty Affairs
Board of Regents Rules

06.1100 Evaluation of Tenured and Non-Tenured Faculty

06.1101 Annual Evaluation. Each Institution shall recommend to
the Board for review, approval, and adoption a policy
providing for annual performance evaluations of all tenured
and non-tenured faculty.

06.1102 Post Tenure Review Policy. Each Institution, with the
advice and comment of faculty, shall recommend to the
Board for review, approval, and adoption policies and
procedures for providing for a comprehensive performance
evaluation process for all tenured faculty at the Institution.
The Institution may design its policy to fit its particular
educational mission, traditions, resources, and
circumstances relevant to its character, role, and scope, in
addition to other relevant factors. The policy shall include,
at minimum, the following provisions providing that:

1. comprehensive performance evaluations of tenured
faculty will occur not more often than once every
year, and no less often than once every six years
after the date the faculty member was granted
tenure or received an academic promotion at the
institution;

2. comprehensive performance evaluations will be
based on professional responsibilities in teaching,
research, service, patient care, and administration,
and include peer review of the faculty member;

3. the comprehensive performance evaluation process
will be directed toward the professional
development of the faculty member;

4. the comprehensive performance evaluation process
will incorporate commonly recognized academic
due process rights, including notice of the manner
and scope of the comprehensive performance
evaluation, opportunity to provide documentation
during the performance evaluation process, and,
before any disciplinary action is taken on the basis
of a comprehensive performance evaluation, notice
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of specific charges and an opportunity for a hearing
on those charges is provided;

5. the revocation of tenure or other appropriate
disciplinary action may be taken if, during the
comprehensive performance evaluation, there is a
determination of incompetency, neglect of duty, or
other good cause;

6. for any faculty member who receives an
unsatisfactory rating in any area of a comprehensive
performance evaluation, the process provides for a
short-term development plan with performance
benchmarks for returning to satisfactory
performance; and

7. failure to successfully complete a post tenure
comprehensive performance review short-term
development plan constitutes adequate cause for
dismissal in accordance with Regents Rule 06.1206.

06.1103 Reasons for Dismissal. The Board shall provide specific
reasons in writing for any decision to dismiss a tenured
faculty member on the basis of a post tenure review.

06.1104 Waiver. The Institutions shall not waive the post tenure
review process for any faculty member granted tenure.

06.1105 Reporting Requirement. Each Institution shall file a copy
of its post tenure review policies and procedures and any
amendments thereto with the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board on or before September 1 of each year.

Adopted: February 7, 2008
Effective: February 7, 2008
Revised: September 1, 2023
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The University of North Texas System Chapter 06 – Faculty Affairs
Board of Regents Rules

06. 1300 Financial Exigency and Discontinuance of Academic Programs.

06.1301 Definition. A financial exigency is an actual or imminent
financial crisis, as determined by the Board, that threatens
the survival of the Institution as a whole and that cannot be
alleviated by measures other than terminating tenured or
tenure-track faculty.

06.1302 Declaration of Financial Exigency. The decision to declare
a financial exigency may be made only by an affirmative
vote of the Board. Prior to voting, the Board will consider
the recommendation of the Institution’s administration
submitted in a timely manner and through the Institution’s
established procedure. The declaration of a financial
exigency will be for a specified period of time not to
exceed two years, unless extended by the Board.

06.1303 Plan for Retrenchment. Before an Institution takes action
pursuant to a declaration of financial exigency, it shall
submit a plan for retrenchment to the Board for
consideration. The Board may modify the plan prior to its
approval.

06.1304 Termination of Tenured Faculty. An Institution’s
recommendation to terminate a tenured faculty member due
to financial exigency must be presented to the Board for
approval.

06.1305 Rescission of Declaration. The Board may, by majority
vote, rescind its declaration of financial exigency at any
time. Such rescission, however, does not operate to
automatically withdraw or otherwise invalidate any notice
of dismissal issued to an individual during the period of
declared financial exigency.

06.1306 Financial Exigency Policy. Each Institution shall adopt a
policy consistent with this Regents Rule that outlines
Institution policy and procedures applicable prior to and
during a financial exigency. The policy shall include the
procedure for the Institution’s administration and faculty to
make recommendations to the Board regarding a
declaration of financial exigency and provide for notice and
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a hearing before a faculty committee for any faculty
member whose termination is recommended due to
financial exigency.

06.1307 Discontinuance of Academic Programs. Subject to the
policies and rules of the Board and under the direction of
the Chancellor, the President of an institution has general
authority and responsibility for determining when to
discontinue or abandon an academic program and when to
eliminate occupied academic positions. A decision to
discontinue an academic program may occur with or
without a financial exigency and will be based primarily on
educational considerations.

06.1308 Educational considerations. Educational considerations
that could result in the discontinuance of an academic
program may include, but are not limited to:

1. a substantial decrease in program enrollment or the
number of degrees awarded;

2. the need to shift substantial resources to other
programs; or

3. a substantial modification or redirection of school
or department’s mission.

06.1309 Policy. Each Institution shall adopt a policy consistent with
this Regents Rule that outlines Institution policy and
procedures applicable to discontinuance of academic
programs and the elimination of occupied academic
positions. The policy shall include the procedures for the
Institution’s faculty to make recommendations to the
President regarding a discontinuance of academic programs
and for assisting students enrolled in discontinued
academic programs. It shall also provide for notice and a
hearing before a faculty committee for any faculty member
whose termination is recommended due to elimination of
occupied academic positions.

06.1310 Termination of Tenured Faculty. An Institution’s
recommendation to terminate a tenured faculty member due
to discontinuance of academic programs must be presented
to the Board for approval.
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Adopted: August 18, 2011
Effective: August 18, 2011
Revised:
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